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Abstract: This study aims to provide a better understanding of oversight the audit 
profession in Egypt, including its motivations, objectives and its working approach. 
Further, it reaches a better understanding of the Egyptian Big 4 partners’ perceptions of 
the new Audit Oversight Board (AOB). Previous studies have frequently examined the 
audit oversight system in developed countries (US and UK in particular), but little is 
known on how the system works on developing countries. We believe that facing 
different problems and challenges demands that audit regulators in developing countries 
follow different approaches in order to improve the quality of their audit markets. Lack of 
skilled auditors, lack of transparency and public accountability, and a high level of 
corruption are the main problems facing the audit profession in Egypt (Awadallah, 2006, 
Wahdan et. al., 2005: a). Our findings suggest that establishing an audit oversight board 
in Egypt has been motivated by the need to attract foreign investments and follow the 
global trend of auditing in developed countries. A number of legal changes are needed in 
order to improve the AOB’s efficiency. 
Keywords: Audit oversight – Egypt – Big 4 firms – Developing countries   
1. Introduction 
In 2008, the Egyptian government sought – for the first time – to oversee the audit 
profession in Egypt. The Egyptian Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA) was 
established to supervise the capital market and to monitor the quality of published 
information. This includes the authority to issue/modify the Egyptian auditing, accounting 
and ethical standards. Consequently, the EFSA established the Audit Oversight Board 
(AOB) to monitor the quality of audit services provided for listed companies.  
It was the first time a special register was created for auditors who are allowed to audit 
listed companies in the Egyptian capital market. This register was created by the AOB 
and enrolled auditors were then mandated to comply with additional requirements set by 
the AOB to guarantee an acceptable level of audit quality.  
However, monitoring the audit quality in a developing country (i.e. Egypt) is not that 
easy. It has been argued that lower levels of social accountability, as well as lower levels 
of public awareness of auditor’s roles, exist more in developing than developed countries 
(Ackerman, 2005; Joshi, 2008; Tanko, 2011). Further, higher levels of corruptions are 
recognised; in particular, governmental and regulatory corruption (Puddephatt, 2012). The 
lack of transparency is concerning in the Egyptian audit market, while audit firms are not 




Furthermore, the quality of audit is restricted in the Egyptian market by a number of legal 
barriers. In Egypt, the accounting practice law 133/1951 has governed the accounting 
profession since 1951 (Wahdan et al., 2005: b; FCM, 2007). The current law does not 
allow audit firms to be established in Egypt, as only individual auditors are eligible to 
audit financial reports and sign audit reports. The Big 4 firms are thus acting, legally, in 
Egypt as brands rather than legal entities (Eldaly, 2012). However, in practice the Big 4 
firms in Egypt are member firms of global networks. For example, KPMG in Egypt is a 
set of individual audit partners who work on the same working place with allocated audit 
teams for every partner; every partner audits a set of financial reports and is fully 
responsible for their auditing without any existence of a legal entity called KPMG as an 
audit firm. The same is happened with other global audit networks.  
The above facts explain why the current accounting law (133/1951) has been criticised by 
many local parties, while the existence of an independent Audit Oversight Board in Egypt 
was long called for (FCM, 2007; Samaha, 2008). A new Practicing Accounting Law has 
been under discussion for more than ten years, but has not yet been ratified (ROSC, 
2009). It seems that the AOB in Egypt (and its equivalent in developing countries) is 
facing different challenges than those existing in developed countries.  
Although many studies examine the independent oversight phenomenon in developed 
countries, the US and Europe in particular (i.e. Bather and Burnaby, 2006; Barlaup et al., 
2009; Hazgui et al., 2011; Jeppesen and Loft, 2011), but little is still known about the 
application of this system to less developed markets. Thus, it is worth to shed the light on 
the AOB’s establishment in a developing country; in particular, the study has a critical 
discussion of the main elements of the AOB in Egypt. What are the rational and 
motivations behind the AOB’s creation? And what are its main objectives? To what 
extent they differ from those set by AOBs in developed countries? How does the AOB in 
Egypt work in such problematic environment? And what are its main challenges? 
Addressing such questions contributes to the academic literature that currently focuses on 
the AOB in well-developed markets. The outputs of this study might be useful for 
international companies that intend to enter the Egyptian market, in particular, or similar 
developing markets, in general. Cross-boarding companies need information about the 
quality and transparency of audit markets in proposed markets. Further, the EU 
Commission (2013) has stressed that available information about the audit oversight 
system in Egypt is not sufficient to make it equivalent to its counterparts in European 
countries and so a better understanding of such system is required. That means the 
findings of this study might be valuable for European audit regulators, and their peers in 
other developed markets, who need more information about the audit oversight board in 
Egypt as a regulator of third parties that audit companies listed on developed markets (i.e. 
UK and US markets) as well as the Egyptian market.   
This study aims to provide a better understanding of oversight the audit profession in 
Egypt, including its motivations, objectives and its working approach. Audit regulators in 
Egypt, as well as other less developed markets, can benefit from the study’s outcomes. 
Furthermore, our findings reach a better understanding of the Egyptian Big 4 partners’ 
perceptions toward the new AOB. The Big 4 partners are strongly linked to their global 
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networks in developed countries; this gives them the opportunity to understand different 
practice of audit supervision in highly advanced markets.  
In this regard, according to our point of view, they are the right participants to explore 
how they perceive the AOB’s performance. Understanding the audit partners’ perceptions 
is not an easy process; it is difficult for auditors to comment on what regulators do. 
However, it is important to understand the auditors’ feedback on regulators’ performance, 
as this can enhance cooperation between the two parties. Such effective cooperation, if 
performed, can improve the quality of the main outputs of the audit process. 
This paper reports the results of a study that has used qualitative research methods, 
involving interviews with senior management teams of the AOB and the Big 4 audit 
firms, in order to explore how the AOB acts to face up to the main barriers of improving 
the audit quality in the Egyptian market and how the Big 4 audit partners perceive the 
AOB’s activities. The remainder of this paper is organised as follows. Section 2 discusses 
the prior literature of independent audit oversight. Section 3 explains the research 
methodology and methods used in this study. Section 4 is a presentation of the findings. 
Section 5 presents a final discussion and conclusion.  
2. Prior research 
This study aims to provide a better understanding of the implementation of audit 
oversight in Egypt and its internal working system. A number of previous studies have 
had a similar aim (Bather and Burnaby, 2006; Samsonova, 2009; Hazgui et al., 2011).  
Bather and Burnaby (2006) have examined the formation of the PCAOB and explored its 
working mechanism. This includes the PCAOB’s motivations and the independence of its 
working teams. Relations amongst the PCAOB, Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), and American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), including their 
mutual influence and interactions, have been discussed. The globalisation of audit clients 
and the existence of global audit networks that dominate the audit markets
1
 has had the 
effect of creating a similar audit oversight system worldwide. National audit regulators in 
many countries have been affected by the creation process of the PCAOB and its working 
system. 
Similarly, Samsonova (2009) sheds light on the development of audit oversight system in 
Russia, including its causes and outputs. Here, the process of developing a local 
legislative audit framework and re-setting audit laws and standards is discussed with a 
focus on how this process has been affected by international audit regulations as a result 
of the desire of local audit regulators to learn from the experiences of their foreign 
counterparts. In Europe, formatting audit oversight authorities in major states (i.e. UK, 
France, and Netherland) has been examined (Hazgui et al., 2011; Jeppesen and Loft, 
2011).  
                                                          
1
 The Big 4 audit firms dominate the auditing of the largest listed companies in many of capital markets 
(Simons and Zein, 2008; ICAS, 2009; US Treasury Department, 2008) 
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It is also argued that the regulatory regime of PCAOB constitutes a “strong driver” to 
shape the structure of European inspectors’ authorities; in particular, in the UK and 
France (Hazgui et al., 2011). Nevertheless, the mutual influence among national audit 
regulators of different countries cannot override the natural differences between local 
environments. The blind implementation of independent audit oversight system and its 
global features have been criticised (Jeppesen and Loft, 2011). National regulators have 
to consider the features of their national environment and changes have to be made 
gradually.  
In addition, Humphrey et al. (2006) review the progress of the European legislative EU 
Eighth Directive and argue that without such legislative, European audit firms 
undertaking audits of US companies have been left substantially at the mercy of the US 
PCAOB. Five strands were included in both of the European new legislative (i.e. 
increased sanctions for violated auditors, increased inspections, increased information 
available for public, and more emphases on auditors’ independence). Samsonova-Taddei 
and Siddiqui (2015) took a different perspective by examining how the EU Eighth 
Directive promotes audit ethics; their findings indicate that EU regulators’ restricted view 
of the conceptual foundations of audit ethics that limits the capacity of their policy to 
effectively stimulate auditors’ ethical commitment. Bantleon et al. (2011) investigate the 
effects of implementation of the items addressed in the 8th EU Directive on impact on 
internal governance mechanisms within the EU member states; they suggest that 
implementation varies considerably from one jurisdiction to another and no consensus 
regarding the internal audit function and other internal governance mechanisms within 
Europe.     
Reviewing the literature indicates that protecting public interests and restoring their trust 
in auditors – by assuring that the history will not be repeated – is the main aim of audit 
oversight boards (Oxera, 2006). Improving audit quality (Duff, 2009), strengthening 
auditors’ independence, enhancing corporate governance (Cuebas, 2010; Ojo, 2007) and 
increasing the transparency and availability of information in capital markets (IOSCO, 
2010) were identified as the main strategies that have been followed by oversight boards 
to achieve their aims.  
Furthermore, two different approaches of establishing audit oversight authorities were 
identified (Maijoor and Vanstraelen, 2012). The first approach includes a public 
oversight performed by full-time inspectors for all the audit firms registered in the market 
(i.e. USA, France, and Netherland); while the second one includes a combination of 
independent oversight and peer review system (i.e. UK where the peer-review system is 
applied for smaller firms). The former approach is more conservative by monitoring all 
registered firms while the latter gives attention only to those who audit listed and public 
interest entities in order to save costs and efforts.  
Theoretically, Osma et al. (2006) believe that oversight the audit profession may be 
explained by the neo-institutional theory that suggests external variables to be the main 
cause of institutional changes (Bengtsson, 2011). This was the case in the USA after 
major accounting collapses in the American capital market and the failure of Arthur 
Anderson and its consequence absence of public trust in auditors. However, the spread 
transition of audit oversight boards out of the US is explained by the globalisation theory; 
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that is, parties of audit markets act globally including global networks of audit suppliers 
together with global forums of regulators and global standards of auditing (Lehman, 
2009; Humphrey et al., 2009).  
Furthermore, protecting public interests is justified by stakeholder theory in which public 
interests should be considered in companies’ decisions. However, little is known about 
developing markets and the extent to which audit oversight system in those countries – if 
established – has been effectively implemented. The main aim of this study is to 
contribute to the above literature by exploring the working approach of audit oversight 
board in a major developing country (i.e. Egypt).         
In Egypt, before the AOB’s establishment, individual auditors had to register with the 
“general register for accountants and auditors” which was established by the Egyptian 
Ministry of Finance (ROSC, 2002). Only auditors who register for a specific time (five 
years as stated by law 133/1951) were permitted to audit listed companies without 
entering qualifying examinations or requiring Continuous Professional Development 
(CPD) hours (Samaha, 2008). Furthermore, auditors’ performance was not independently 
monitored. An effective sanction mechanism was lacking for auditors who fail to comply 
with applicable standards (Wahdan et al., 2005: a). Neither the Stock Exchange nor the 
Central Bank of Egypt were capable of applying sanctions to violated auditors and 
organisations (Rahman et al., 2002). In addition, there has been no code of ethics for 
professional accountants and auditors that commonly applied in the Egyptian market 
(Wahdan et al., 2005: b).  
For public sector, public entities have been audited by a governmental agency “Central 
Auditing Organisation” (CAO). Public companies in Egypt were required – by the law – 
to apply a unified accounting system that includes a certain classification and 
presentation of accounts that do not align with international accounting standards 
(Awadallah, 2006).   
In terms of setting standards, Egypt’s accounting standards was issued for the first time in 
1997 by the Ministry of Economics, and updated in 2008 by the Ministry of Investment 
to be in compliance with the International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). 
Furthermore, there were no Egyptian Standards of Auditing; instead, the Arabic version 
of the International Standards of Auditing has been used (ROSC, 2009). The Egyptian 
Society of Accountants and Auditors (ESAA) plays an important role in setting the 
Egyptian standards.  
Among other professional accountancy bodies,
2
 the ESAA translates/drafts the Egyptian 
(accounting/auditing) standards to be submitted – for further discussion and approval – to 
the “Permanent Committee for Standards of Accounting and Auditing” which reports to 
the Ministry of Investment. A separate committee – which reports to the Central Bank of 
Egypt – is responsible for setting the same standards for banking sector. It thus risks 
leading to separate standards for banking and companies (ROSC, 2009).  
                                                          
2
Accounting Professional Bodies in Egypt also include the Egyptian Institution of Accountants and 
Auditors and Registration Committee for Accountants and Auditors.   
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How, then, could the AOB effectively work in such environment? What is the main 
AOB’s framework (i.e. strategies, projects, and findings)3 for facing such challenges and 
improving the audit quality in a developing country (i.e. Egypt)? Addressing such 
questions is the main aim of this study. 
3. The Research methodology 
Due to a lack of transparency of the Egyptian audit market, interviews were the most 
suitable method for collecting relevant data for this research because they allow access to 
what is going on ‘behind the scenes’. Interviews have allowed participants to describe the 
actuality of their experiences in a complex environment. Talking directly to these senior 
managers has then helped to develop a clear picture of how they respond to contradictory 
challenges. It is worth noting that understanding investors’ perceptions toward the AOB 
in Egypt is out of the scope of this study and can be conducted in further research. 
Data was collected by conducting semi-structured interviews with the top management of 
the AOB and audit partners of the Big 4 firms in Egypt. The number of interviews 
determined by reaching the saturation point (Strauss and Corbin, 1998) at which no more 
new ideas can be generated. Saturation point has been reached in this study after 
conducting 12 interviews with two of the top management of the AOB
4 
and ten audit 
partners of the Big 4 firms in Egypt. Further, it is argued that 
“Moving up, a small number of cases, or subjects, may be extremely valuable and 
represent adequate numbers for a research project. This is especially true for 
studying hidden or hard to access populations such as deviants or elites … a 
relatively few people, such as between six and a dozen,” (Alder and Alder, 2012) 
We believe that conducting 12 “Elite interviews” with the highest level of AOB’s 
management and top leading partners of the Big 4 was enough to achieve the study aim. 
Elite interviews often involve a small number of interviews and are always relevant when 
target participants are working in senior positions as many of them do not have time 
available for research interviews (Kezar, 2003). Each interview took 1.5 - 2 hours. The 
transcripts of the interviews have been translated from Arabic to English for the analysis 
purposes. Table 1 summarises the interviewees’ positions. Interviewees’ open questions 
were continually modified after each interview to reflect any issues raised in earlier 
interviews. The interviews were complemented by online data available on the AOB’s 
Webpage as well as published reports connected to the Egyptian audit market and its 
related regulations. 
The AOB’s interviews schedule was structured to gather details about the work approach 
that has been followed by the AOB to face the challenges of audit quality in the Egyptian 
                                                          
3
 Due to the lacked transparency in the Egyptian market, the AOB’s related information is not available for 
public. Visiting the AOB’s website indicates that only objectives and powers of the AOB are available for 
public with no information about its main strategies, projects or even inspection findings.  
(http://www.efsa.gov.eg/content/efsa_en/audit_pages_en/main_audit_page_en.htm)   
4
 Due to the confidentiality, authors have not been permitted to interview members of the inspection team. 
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market. Conversely, audit partners of the Big 4 firms have been asked for their 
perceptions of the AOB’s performance and the extent to which it affects – in their view – 
the quality of audit market. The interviews were recorded and fully transcribed, while 
additional notes were taken during the interviews. 
The interpretive approach adopted was consistent with Strauss and Corbin’s (1998) 
methodology of gathering and analysing qualitative data. Data analysis was based on 
three coding procedures: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. The three stage 
approach specific to this study is as follows.  
The open coding process: concepts are identified and grouped into open categories (tables 
2 and 3 in the appendix explain how the codes/open categories are identified and grouped 
into sub-categories and linked together to build up the core category). ‘Line-by-line’ 
analysis of the interviews’ transcripts was undertaken to identify certain codes/open 
categories which were then grouped into sub-categories. Cross-checking was undertaken 
by the authors, who come from different backgrounds, critiquing each other’s 
interpretations. For example, when the study’s participants were asked about the main 
motivations of establishing an audit oversight system in Egypt, the answers were quoted 
as follows:       
“We are committed to the IOSCO principles and the main requirements of 
IFIAR.” 
“Many of the Egyptian auditors do not have enough experience, skills and 
facilities to audit listed companies; so we need the government to limit the 
numbers of unskilled auditors.” 
“We need a “Dad” to control the performance of the Egyptian auditors.” 
“We are following the new global trend of governmental oversight of the audit 
profession in the developed countries.” 
The line-by-line analysis identifies “Membership in international forums of capital 
markets and audit regulators” and “Improve the quality of registered auditors” as two 
codes/open categories that explain why the new system has been applied in Egypt as one 
of developing countries. These two categories were, for example, categorised into one 
sub-category “Motivations beyond the AOB’s establishment”. Further analysis was 
conducted to address how the Audit Oversight Board in Egypt could achieve the afore-
mentioned motivations. Reverting back to the transcriptions, the following answers were 
provided:    
“We have to assure the quality of the audit reports to improve the quality of the 
financial reports of listed companies” 
“One of our objectives is to encourage the mid-sized firms to become one of the 
big firms.” 
“We aim to ensure that Egyptian Auditors have a minimum level of quality and 
fulfil their auditing and ethical standards’ obligations” 
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The above quotations were coded under the following open categories: “improve quality 
of audit reports”, “support small auditors” and “assure the compliance with applicable 
standards”. These categories were regrouped, for example, into one sub-category: 
“AOB’s objectives”. Consequently, we explore the AOB’s working approach to address 
its objectives. The “AOB’s working approach” has been developed as a sub category that 
include a number of open categories. For example, the following were coded and grouped 
under “Inspection Teams” as an open category that lies under the heading “AOB’s 
Working Approach”.   
 “The best inspectors are the retired partners, as they are independent and 
expertise at the same time” but  
“There is no professional retirement in Egypt... As a result, we appoint 
governmental experts from the Central Auditing Organisation”  
“The governmental experts get international training courses in the process of the 
regulators’ inspections” 
The process of axial coding was followed by finding relationships between developed 
categories. At this stage, more interviews were conducted to reach the saturation level in 
which no further ideas were developed.   
For example, during the axial analysis, perceptions of the Big 4 partners in Egypt toward 
the AOB’s inspectors were analysed and compared with the AOB’s management 
quotations. One of the criticisms of the inspection team was  
“The CAO’s members are not professionals; they are employees in a 
governmental authority. How can they evaluate our opinions?” (Audit Partner, 
Company A) 
We went back to the AOB’s management and identified the following quotation  
“The governmental experts get international training courses in the process of the 
regulators’ inspections” (Regulator B, AOB) 
In addition, when the Big 4 partners have been asked about who, from their viewpoint, 
may be relevant for this position, one of the answers was 
“The best inspectors are the retired partners, as they are independent and 
expertise at the same time” (Audit partner, Company B)  
They stressed that some of senior partners would be happy to retire and would only 
accept leading the inspection process in Egypt if they are offered relevant packages.  
“If the expert partners get reasonable package, they will be happy to play as 
inspectors.” (Audit Partner, Company A) 
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The third and final coding stage is the selective coding, which is the process of 
integrating and refining the emerged theory (Strauss and Corbin, 1998). According to 
Strauss and Corbin’s approach (1998), theory is defined as:  
“Sets of relational statements that can be used to explain, in a general sense, 
what is going on.” (Strauss & Corbin, p.145)  
The above example explains how some of the identified codes – that have been quoted 
from the transcriptions – have been analysed and developed to provide, together, a better 
understanding of “What is going on” in one of the developing countries (i.e. Egypt) and 
its establishment of Audit Oversight Board for the first time, and also how partners of the 
Big 4 perceive this new system.     
The AOB’s framework is the core category of this study that is grouped into the 
following sub-categories: AOB’s motivations, objectives, and working approach. The 
theory developed was validated by the literature according to Strauss and Corbin 
approach (Elharidy et al., 2008). Further, we validate our findings by comparing what 
different participants – who are working at different positions and in different firms – 
said in different and separate interviews in order to increase the reliability of the collected 
data.  Further, available documents on the EFSA’s website and the Big 4 firms’ webpages 
are used to validate the study’s findings.  
4. Findings: The AOB’s framework   
The following findings section discusses the main sub-categories of the core category of 
this study (AOB’s framework). This section is classified into three sub-sections: 
motivations beyond the establishment of AOB, the AOB’s objectives and the AOB’s 
working approach. In every sub-section, the relations between other sub-sections are 
discussed together with the perceptions of the Big 4 partners.  
Motivations beyond establishing the AOB 
As discussed in the prior research section, the independent audit oversight system has 
been established as a governmental reaction to the major accounting collapses and as a 
result of lower public trust in audit firms. However, this is not the case in Egypt. In Egypt, 
auditors are not under attack as there are no issues with the public trust into the audit 
profession. This is not because investors trust auditors; but because many Egyptian 
investors still do not have enough awareness of the role of external auditors in the 
financial reporting; usually when a financial problem has occurred the investors litigate 
the board of directors rather than the external auditors.  
“The investors of the Egyptian capital market are not aware enough of the 
responsibilities of the external auditor, that explains why we do not hear in Egypt 
about litigations against the auditors as the investors are not aware of their 
responsibilities therefore they do not litigate against them.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
“There is no crisis of confidence in the Egyptian auditors. The Egyptian investors 
are not aware enough of the role of the auditors and the importance of their audit 
report.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
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Partners of the Big 4 in Egypt provide additional evidence for the absence of awareness of 
the role of auditors among the Egyptian investors.  
“The Egyptian investors are not aware of the role of auditors and the financial 
reporting system.” (Audit Partner, company A) 
“Many of the Egyptian investors are not aware of the role of auditors and do not 
care to read the whole audit report.” (Audit Partner, company C)  
“Only few clients are aware of the auditors’ responsibilities.” (Audit Partner, 
company A) 
Therefore, what is the real reason that motivates the Egyptian government to oversee the 
audit profession by independent regulators? Understanding the whole image of the 
Egyptian capital market can address the previous question. Foreign direct investments 
(FDI) in Egypt increased from $237 million in 2003 to more than $11.5 ‘billion’ in 2007 
(UNCTD, 2008). Many FDIs acquired high numbers of small local companies and the 
number of listed companies reduced from 978 to 435, but their total capital increased 
from L.E176 billion to L.E1,766 billion in the same period.  
These changes are indications of how successful the Egyptian government’s attempts has 
been in creating a more market-oriented economy and to encourage Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) (Yusuf, 2012). To attract this massive number of FDIs, the capital 
market’s regulators in Egypt keen to be well linked to the global/developed markets by 
being a member of international forums of capital market regulators (i.e. International 
Organisation of Securities Commission (IOSCO) and the International Forum of 
Independent Audit Regulators (IFIAR)).   
“We are committed to the IOSCO principles and the main requirements of IFIAR 
in which Egypt has been a member since 2009.” (Regulator B, AOB)  
The membership of such forums enables the EFSA to be involved in having discussions 
and exchanging information with developed markets’ regulators and sharing the best 
practice of with them; thus, positive messages can be sent, to foreign investments, about 
the creditability of the Egyptian capital market and the quality of available and published 
reports. But IFIAR involves only members who engaging in audit regulatory functions in 
the public interest and recurring inspection of audit firms undertaking audits of public 
interest entities
5
. Consequently, an independent audit oversight board in Egypt was 
established to enable the EFSA to participate in the international forum of independent 
audit regulators (IFIAR) with its peers in developed countries.   
“We are following the new global trend of governmental oversight of the audit 
profession in the developed countries, especially the United States.” (Regulator 
A, AOB) 
                                                          
5
 For more details about the IFIAR’s membership, see IFIAR charter at: www.ifiar.org.   
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Thus, how do the Big 4 audit partners in Egypt perceive the establishment of the AOB 
and to what extent do they believe that the Egyptian audit market needs to involve 
independent oversight? The analysis indicates that the Big 4 partners are not satisfied with 
the quality of information provided by listed companies in Egypt.  
“I am not happy with the current information that is provided in the financial 
statements of listed companies, we need someone to control our behaviour.” 
(Audit Partner, company A) 
“We need a “Dad” to control the performance of the Egyptian auditors.” (Audit 
Partner, company B) 
They believe that the new independent inspectors can mitigate insufficient practices of 
some of the Egyptian auditors.  
“Many of the Egyptian auditors do not have enough experience, skills and 
facilities to audit listed companies; however they are qualified (by the law) to 
audit them. So we need the government to limit the numbers of unskilled 
auditors.” (Audit Partner, company C)  
We noticed that the audit partners interviewees mentioned improved audit quality in the 
Egyptian market more frequently than participated regulators did. AOB’s regulators have 
paid greater attention to attracting FDIs and being members in global regulatory 
committees. This may reflect the way in which authorities of developing countries 
usually think when they deal with public interests; attracting global investors to enter the 
Egyptian economy is preferable than serving local communities.  
We are not saying that audit regulators in Egypt do no pay attention to local interests, but 
saying that they are highly motivated to attract global investments. However, regardless 
the causes, the analysis here suggests that monitoring auditors’ performance improves the 
quality of audit in Egypt together with the level of compliance with applicable standards; 
auditors have now become more conservative as they have to be investigated by 
independent inspectors.  
“Recently, the QA review for the audit files has been increased and covered most 
of our clients and all our high risk clients.” (Audit Partner, company C)  
In sum, the analysis suggests that restoring public confidence in auditors is one of the 
main motivations of establishing independent audit oversight system in developed capital 
markets. However, attracting FDIs and being members in the international forums of 
audit regulators is the main motivation for establishing the independent system in 
developing countries (i.e. Egypt).        
The AOB’s Objectives  
Registering and monitoring the performance of those who audit companies listed in the 
Egyptian capital market is the main aim of the AOB. Analysing the interviews’ transcripts 
has identified the following objectives that have been addressed to achieve its aim. 
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Furthermore, reviewing the quality of audit reports and the extent to which auditors are in 
compliance with applicable auditing standards.    
 “We have to assure the quality of the audit reports to improve the quality of the 
financial reports of listed companies... 
We would like to protect the investors in the Egyptian Market from any potential 
risks through reviewing the audit reports and the auditors’ works of the listed 
companies.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
To do so, audit files of listed companies have been randomly inspected to assure the 
quality of audit opinions. The AOB’s management has clearly stressed their focus on the 
importance of their collaborative role beside their control role. When examining audit 
files, their role is not only to detect violated auditors and impose sanctions, but also to 
extend this to help auditors to improve their skills and quality (mid-size and small size 
auditors in particular).          
“We are not against auditors, we aim to ensure that Egyptian Auditors have a 
minimum level of quality and fulfil their auditing and ethical standards’ 
obligations.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
To do so, a number of periodical meetings and events with registered auditors have been 
conducted to provide guidance on applicable standards and to share the best audit practice 
among the Egyptian auditors. 
Furthermore, training policies of registered auditors have been reviewed and the AOB has 
encouraged them to apply an annual number of CPD hours in order to assure that their 
audit teams are regularly trained and updated with changes of applicable accounting and 
auditing standards. In addition, a cap on the number of audit clients for each registered 
auditors was required by the AOB. This cap is based on the number of associated audit 
teams and the size of audit clients.  
“We determine the maximum number of clients for every auditor according to the 
number of staff in his office.”  
It is worth noting that the cap of audit clients’ number is not required by the current 
accountancy law in Egypt (Law 133/1951); and is only mandated by the AOB.  
There are no legal restrictions of the maximum number of clients for every 
auditor; but we are doing that aiming to improve the quality of audit reports of 
listed companies.” (Regulator B, AOB)    
Such cap avoids auditors (Big 4 partners in particular) being overloaded with a high 
number of audit clients, giving opportunities to mid-size and smaller auditors to expand 
by accepting more audit clients. 
“One of our objectives is to encourage the midsize firms to become one of the big 
firms; actually we have about 10 big audit firms in the Egyptian capital market.” 
(Regulator B, AOB) 
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All of the above explains what the AOB is striving to do to achieve its main aim to 
monitor the audit quality in the Egyptian capital market and to eliminate the insufficient 
practices of some of unskilled auditors in the marketplace.  
But if the above is the case, a question may be raised about the extent to which auditors of 
the Big 4 have been affected by the above requirements. Such requirements have been 
mandated in the Big 4 by their global networks even before the AOB’s establishment. So, 
it is expected that mid-size auditors are more influenced by AOB’s requirements than 
audit partners of the Big 4.  
“We also aim to eliminate non-skilled auditors who have a license to audit listed 
companies according to the Egyptian regulation, but without having any quality 
system. They just sign the financial statements and get their fees.” (Regulator A, 
AOB) 
However, participated interviewees agree that in some cases this is not true. For instance, 
the cap of audit clients’ number was not sufficiently applied by many partners in the Big 
4; but now, the AOB’s inspection makes a difference.      
The AOB’s working approach  
As stated earlier, there is no available information about the AOB’s approach to inspect 
registered auditors on the AOB’s website or any published reports. Thus, this section 
provides a better understanding of the working system inside the AOB. The AOB’s board 
of directors consists of seven members and four observers. Four subcommittees have 







, and sanctions committee
9
. Each committee was appointed to consist of no 
less than three members and the board may appoint experts that do not practice the 
profession. This section focuses on the inspection committee to explore how the new 
inspection unit reviews the performance of registered auditors. 
Inspection Teams: lack of relevant people 
Many of the independent inspection units of audit firms in developed countries depend on 
retired audit partners to participate in the inspection process
10
; retired partners are 
independent and experts in the market at the same time. However, this is not the case in 
the Egyptian market. The audit profession in Egypt is unusual in that Egyptian audit 
                                                          
6
 The registration committee aims to register auditors who have the right to audit listed companies in the 
Egyptian capital market.   
7
 The inspection committee aims to review the listed auditors’ performance, inspect their works and audit 
files and report the results of its inspection to the board of directors. 
8
 The standards committee aims to revise and update regularly the accounting and auditing standards, and 
cooperate with professional bodies, such as accounting associations to issue implementation guides for 
such standards. 
9
 The sanctions committee aims to determine the main sanctions that will be taken against the non-
compliant listed auditors. 
10
 See, for example, the recruitment policies of the Audit Inspection Unit (AIU) in the UK at: 
www.frc.org.uk, and PCAOB in the USA at: www.pcaob,org 
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partners usually prefer not to retire; they prefer to continue their audit work till the end of 
their life.  
“There is no professional retirement in Egypt, the Egyptian professionals prefer 
to practice their work and sign their financial statements till the last time of their 
life.”  
Therefore, to practice its inspection activities, the AOB depends on experts from a 
governmental authority called the Central Auditing Organisation (CAO) instead of retired 
partners. 
As a result, we appoint governmental experts from the Central Auditing 
Organisation.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
“We depend on governmental experts coming from the Central Auditing 
Organisation to carry out our review process.” (Regulator A, AOB)  
The CAO is a governmental organisation responsible for reviewing the financial 
performance of the governmental bodies and authorities. The governmental experts may 
not be considered as participants as they practice their audit activities on behalf of the 
CAO, rather than by themselves to avoid any conflict of interests.    
“The experts of the CAO are not participants as they do not do their work 
individually but they do it as representatives of the CAO, therefore there is no 
conflict of interests in their work.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
Another reason for depending on the CAO’s experts is that conducting new long term 
agreements with employees in the governmental authorities is currently prohibited, only 
short term agreements are available (for one year only and could be renewed up to three 
times maximum).  
“The current Egyptian government does not hire any new employees; you can 
only hire people by making temporary agreements year by year. Therefore you 
cannot hire someone from wider profession and tell him to stop work and come to 
become a governmental inspector because after one year he may not have a job.” 
(Regulator B, AOB)  
Therefore, the AOB found that it is easier to depend on governmental experts who are 
current employees in the CAO as they will not face legal problems with their agreements.  
The views of the Big 4 firms toward the CAO’s members are widely differing. Members 
of one of the Big 4 believe that CAO’s members are employees rather than professionals 
and they cannot effectively evaluate auditors’ judgments. They add that members of 
CAO do not understand the concepts of ‘materiality’ and ‘analytical procedures’ that are 
part of auditing standards.  
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“The CAO’s members are not professionals; they are employees in a 
governmental authority. How can they evaluate our opinions?” (Audit Partner, 
Company A) 
Other partners believe that although CAO’s members need some training, all of them 
(CAO’s members and auditors) ultimately speak the same language.  
However, the AOB’s management stressed that the CAO’s members have attended 
intensive training courses in developed countries in order to understand natures and aims 
of independent audit inspection which might be different from reviewing governmental 
and public bodies.  
“The governmental experts get international training courses in the process of the 
regulators’ inspections.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
Differently, Big 4 partners argue that auditors who are about to retire are the best people 
to supervise the inspection process. Once they have offered reasonable packages, they 
will agree to leave the profession and lead the inspection process in Egypt.  
“The best inspectors are the retired partners, as they are independent and 
expertise at the same time.” (Audit partner, Company B)  
“If the expert partners get reasonable package, they will be happy to play as 
inspectors.” (Audit partner, Company A) 
Collecting data of registered auditors: lack of information   
Egyptian auditors are not required – neither by the law nor the standards – to publish 
annual reports or information about themselves to the public or even the capital market. 
This lack of information limits the capital market’s regulators to monitor auditors’ 
performance. The AOB has started to regularly collect data of registered auditors and 
require them to update the board with any changes.
11
     
“We start our work by collecting data from all the listed auditors about their 
offices, staff volume and qualifications, how many financial statements they audit 
every year and the core business for each client.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
This data enables the AOB to create automated database of registered auditors and make 
different types of analysis such as the market share ratios of the Big 4 partners. It further 
enables the AOB to make a relevant classifications of auditors (i.e. based on their 
qualifications; training hours they have; number of employees). Additionally, by 
collecting this data the AOB can determine the maximum number of clients depending on 
                                                          
11
 Such data includes, for example, the office address and its legal form, the number of office’s branches 
and their addresses, the number of staff and their qualifications, the main partners and organisational 
structure, the main related parties, the main policies and quality assurance system, policies for CPD and 
policies for clients’ acceptance and continuity. 
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the number of staff and their qualifications. Auditors can accept new clients only if they 
hire a reasonable number of new staff to increase their professional capacity.   
“This data will be very helpful for us to have database for each listed auditor then 
we can do a lot of analysis such as the market share for the big four and the 
professional capacity for each auditor according to the number of his staff.”  
(Regulator A, AOB)    
Individual auditors not audit firms: legal challenges   
As discussed early, Egyptian Law no. 133/1951, which organises the audit profession in 
Egypt states that auditors have to practice their profession individually rather than 
through audit firms or any type of corporation or company. Consequently, the AOB 
reviews and inspects the quality of auditors’ performances individually rather than 
through their firms, all the data is collected on an individual basis and not by firm. AOB’s 
sanctions are provided individually not for the whole firm. 
“The audit profession in Egypt is significantly different from other countries as 
the Egyptian law no. 133/1951, which organises the audit and accounting 
profession in Egypt, prohibits practising the audit profession through audit firms 
or any other type of organisation. The auditor has to sign the financial statements 
on an individual basis.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
“According to the Egyptian regulations, we deal with individual auditors not with 
audit firms as it is prohibited in the Egyptian law no. 133/1951 to practise audit 
through audit firms.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
Although the AOB management knows that most of registered auditors actually practise 
their audit activities through audit firms, the board has to be in compliance with 
applicable laws even if the management is convinced that it is illogical and has to be 
changed. The Egyptian Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA) has proposed a new law 
for the accounting and auditing profession but it has not approved by the Egyptian 
parliament, and this may take a long time.
12
 
“According to the current law, the unit monitors and inspects the performance of 
an auditor on an individual basis, which sometimes is not logical because we 
know that actually they are firms but we are a governmental organisation and 
have to be committed to the current laws.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
“Sometimes it is difficult to change current laws and any proposed laws require a 
long time to be authorised. Moreover, you have to be conservative when issuing 
any rules; they must be compatible with current law.” (Regulator B, AOB)  
                                                          
12
 The new accounting and auditing law was proposed before the Egyptian revolution in 2011 after which 
many of the proposed laws in Egypt have not been issues yet.   
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Furthermore, the individual basis of audit practice in Egypt may prevent AOB from 
applying global trends of audit regulations that need to be imposed on audit firms rather 
than individual auditors. For example, the debate about changing the ownership rules of 
audit firms that is discussed in European countries (Oxera, 2007) cannot be applied to the 
Egyptian market because audit firms are prohibited by Egyptian law. Moreover, Egyptian 
auditors cannot be required to publish annual transparency reports as required in some 
developed countries (i.e. US and UK).       
“We cannot apply the transparency reports as Egyptian law does not support 
audit firms (only individual auditors) but in the future it may be a good idea.” 
(Regulator B, AOB) 
The above suggests that while the audit oversight system improves quality in Egypt, legal 
challenges still limit their effectiveness, issuing a new accountancy law is highly 
recommended.   
Inspection methodology  
The AOB periodically reviews the performance of registered auditors who audit listed 
companies. It is important to understand that the frequency of the inspection process 
depends on potential risks that are related to the auditors themselves. Registered auditors 
have been classified annually based on the number of their listed audit clients. Individual 
engagement partners who audit five listed companies or more are considered as high risk 
auditors and have to be reviewed annually. On the other hand, engagement partners who 
audit less than five listed companies are considered as low risk auditors and have to be 
reviewed every three years.     
“We classify the auditors into two categories:  
a. High risk auditors who audit at least five listed companies, we review them 
annually.  
b. Low risk auditors who audit less than five listed companies, we review them 
every three years.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
To conduct the inspection process, a check list is prepared that consists of two parts: the 
first part aims to assure the validity and efficiency of the office structure.
13
 For example, 
the existence of a quality assurance system, continuous professional development, a 
learning resources centre, client’s acceptance policies and independence policies. The 
second part aims to assure the efficiency of the technical procedures of the audit process 
and to what extent the audit files are fulfilling auditing standards. For example, the 
planning process, analytical procedures, sampling, test of details and reporting process.   
The contents of the previous check list are compatible with the main requirements of 
registration in the EFSA’s listed auditors. Such compliance enables the listed auditors to 
be aware of their duties and avoid being surprised by the results of the AOB’s inspection.   
                                                          
13
 Due to the confidentiality of data, the inspection check list is not available for public. Authors were not 
permitted to have a copy of the check list.    
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“The check list consists of two parts: 
a. The aim of the first part is to ensure that the office work (includes the 
main policies, training courses for the staff, library or good resources for 
the professional standards, no. of staff, staff qualifications, organisational 
structure …etc.) is committed to the main requirements of registration in 
EFSA’s listed auditors that have been announcement on our web page. 
b. The aim of the second is to ensure that the audit files are committed with 
the auditing and ethical standards” (Regulator B, AOB) 
Following the inspection process, the final inspection reports of the AOB have to be 
provided annually to the board of directors for its approval. Subsequently, individual 
reports to be sent to inspected auditors containing the main findings and areas to be 
improved. However, there are no inspection reports available on the AOB’s website.14   
“We send an individual report to each auditor which consists of our specific and 
detailed notes on his performance and if there any mandatory modifications he 
has to fulfil.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
The Big 4 partners have different view for the optimal inspection methodology. They 
propose both the inspection team and the inspection methodology to be key success 
factors for the AOB’s work. 
For the inspection teams, partners of the Big 4 state that there are some conditions and a 
number of qualifications that have to be achieved by inspection teams to assure the 
success of the inspection process. For example, to evaluate auditors’ judgments, 
inspection teams have to be specialists in the business of the companies they inspect.  
“The best inspector is the one who knows the nature of the business being 
audited, as he can effectively evaluate my opinion” (Audit Partner, Company A) 
In addition, inspectors must achieve objectivity and fairness in their evaluation to gain the 
auditors’ confidence. They also have to achieve a high level of security and secure the 
confidentiality of audit information. They must not be competitors or related parties to 
the competitors of reviewed auditors.  
“They have to give high attention to the security of information; our files include 
very confidential data for our clients.” (Audit Partner, company B)     
In terms of the inspection methodology, participating partners stressed that an effective 
inspection methodology is guaranteed through the existence of three areas. First, inspect 
the commitments to ethical standards and independent policies i.e. the internal quality 
control system - applying relevant safeguards when providing non-audit services. 
Secondly, inspect the engagement management process at different stages from audit 
planning stage to the clients’ acceptance. Thirdly, inspect the quality of audit work by 
reviewing the audit files of the companies to decide to what extent the auditors fulfil their 
obligations toward the auditing standards.  
                                                          
14
 The authors’ last access to the AOB’s website is on October 2015. 
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“The main success factor of the AOB’s work is the inspection’s methodology, how 
they will do their work.” (Audit Partner, Company A) 
Furthermore, it is agreed by our participants that registered auditors have to know the 
criteria of the inspection process.  
“If the AOB would like to encourage us to cooperate with them, they have to not 
surprise us” (Audit partner, Company B)    
Cooperation with professional bodies 
The AOB cooperates with professional bodies in Egypt by conducting a number of 
training courses and continuous professional developing system for registered auditors.  
 “We would like to encourage the Continuous Professional Development (CPD), 
we have signed memos of understanding with Cairo University, Syndicate of 
Commercial Profession, Egyptian Society of Accountants and Auditors, and 
Ministry of finance to prepare training courses for all the listed auditors to 
improve the quality of the audit profession.” (Regulator A, AOB) 
The AOB usually send its proposed projects to the Egyptian accounting associations to 
get their feedback. 
“We have already called for feedback from the professional bodies and public on 
our projects and we receive their responses through our website. Usually, we 
sharing it with six associations: Egyptian Capital Market Association, Egyptian 
Insurance Federation, Egyptian Society of Accountants and Auditors, General 
Authority for Investment, and Ministry of Investment.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
Furthermore, to be able to register on the AOB’s public register and audit listed 
companies, the AOB requires that auditors have to be members of an accounting 
professional body (ESAA in particular) or PhD holders. The current accounting law in 
Egypt (133/1951) does not require adequate practical knowledge from novices to perform 
the audit. To be legally as a qualified auditor, an applicant only needs a certificate from a 
qualified auditor to approve a minimum period of work experience (three years in 
continues) without further exams or training courses.  
 
Thus, the AOB trusts in the ESAA’s system that requires auditors to pass two 
professional exams (in Eight modules) to receive ESAA membership beside their CPD 
system that they apply to their members. This requirement – to be a registered auditor in 
the AOB’s public register – aims to eliminate unskilled auditors in auditing – at least – 
listed companies and to consequently improve audit quality in the Egyptian capital 
market.  
“We make it mandatory for any auditor to register in the AOB and audit listed 
companies, to hold a PhD or be a member of ESAA as its membership requires 
passing two exams through three years. This is to assure the quality level of the 
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participants and their knowledge of accounting and auditing standards.” 
(Regulator B, AOB)    
“There are 3000 auditors registered in the Egyptian ministry of finance that have 
the right to audit Egyptian companies according to the current law.” (Regulator 
A, AOB)   
An additional way of achieving cooperation between the AOB and professional bodies 
has been to ensure that four of the Egyptian professional bodies are observers in the AOB 
board of directors (Egyptian Society of Accountants and Auditors, Egyptian Institute of 
Accountants and Auditors, Egyptian Capital Market Association, and the Syndicate of 
Commercial Professions).  
“We discus technical issues with the professional bodies such as ESAA and they 
can send us their feedback on our rules, we can depend on them to make training 
courses for the current participants (CPD) or they can prepare studies on the 
audit profession in Egypt.” 
However, the AOB believe that the representatives of professional bodies may have 
negative effects on the board’s members when they take sanctions decisions. Hence, 
observers have been prevented from attending these meetings.     
“They must not attend the meetings of our board of directors so as to avoid any 
conflict of interests and bias when issuing our decisions as these bodies consist of 
the main participants of the profession in Egypt and they can affect the members 
of board of directors even if they are only observers. Therefore, when we have 
any important decisions related to one of the listed auditors we do not invite these 
bodies or their members to attend our meetings.” (Regulator B, AOB) 
Furthermore, partners of the Big 4 also suggest more cooperation between the AOB and 
accounting professional bodies in Egypt (i.e. the Egyptian Society of Accountants and 
Auditors) and Big 4 auditors in order to improve the quality of the audit market.  
 “The EFSA have to cooperate with the Big 4 firms to know the actual problems 
of the audit profession and provide effective solutions.” (Audit Partner, Company 
B) 
5. Discussion and conclusion 
This study has aimed to provide a better understanding to how audit regulators work in an 
emerging market. Previous studies have frequently examined the audit oversight system 
in developed countries (US and Europe in particular) (i.e. Bather and Burnaby, 2006; 
Samsonova, 2009; Hazgui et al., 2011; Jeppesen and Loft, 2011; Maijoor and 
Vanstraelen, 2012) but demonstrated a lack of knowledge of how it works on developing 
countries. We have contributed to the auditing literature by exploring the audit oversight 
system and its working approach in a developing country (i.e. Egypt). We believe that 
facing different problems and challenges impose audit regulators in developing countries 
to follow different approaches to improve the quality of their audit markets. Lack of 
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skilled auditors, lack of transparency and public accountability, and a high level of 
corruption are the main problems of the audit profession in Egypt (Awadallah, 2006, 
Wahdan et. al., 2005: a). 
It is worth noting that the AOB’s framework is not published on its website or even in 
any of the capital market’s reports. Furthermore, this study does not only aim to explore 
the AOB’s framework, but also the analysis explores the perceptions of the Big 4 audit 
partners in Egypt toward the AOB’s activities.  
We suggest that the main motivation of oversight the audit profession in developing 
countries (including Egypt) is differing from developed countries. While audit regulators 
in developed countries give the highest priority to restore public trust in auditors (Oxera, 
2006; US treasury, 2008; FRC, 2010) after major accounting collapses, the Egyptian 
audit regulators are paying more attention to maintain the massive number of FDIs that 
entered the Egyptian market in the first decade of the 21
st
 century. To do so, they have to 
have an independent audit oversight system and be members of international forums of 
audit regulators. Thus, the Audit Oversight Board in Egypt has been established in order 
to monitor auditors’ performance and add more credibility to the local market.  
It is argued that the current accountancy law (133/1951) in Egypt is outdated and 
irrelevant to improving the audit quality (ROSC, 2004; Awadallah, 2006). Our findings 
indicate that legal changes in Egypt take too long and the process is too complicated to 
adopt. At least this is the case in the new accounting law that has been proposed by the 
EFSA since 2010 and has not changed until now. Such a delay may be justified by the 
political changes that have happened in Egypt over the last five years, including the 
Egyptian revolution in 2011 and its consequences.  
To overcome the legal barriers of the current – out of date – accountancy law, audit 
regulators in Egypt have created a new public register for auditors who are allowed to 
audit listed companies in the Egyptian market. Registered auditors have to follow 
additional requirements – set by the AOB – that aim to guarantee a minimum level of 
quality in the audit process.  
To achieve its overall aim, the following AOB’s objectives have been addressed and 
identified during the analysis process: setting a cap on the number of audit clients of each 
registered auditor, encouraging registered auditors to apply a CPD system to their audit 
teams, mitigating threats of auditors’ independence, and cooperating with accountancy 
bodies in Egypt. Those objectives might be similar to those that have been set by 
regulators in developed countries, but the main theme here – which differs from 
developed countries – is that the legal framework does not support the previous 
objectives. The AOB in Egypt is used to setting its own regulations that are applied only 
by registered auditors in the AOB’s public register rather than the rest of Egyptian 
auditors.     
Further, in the past audit regulators in developed countries used retired auditors to lead 
inspection teams. However, the AOB cannot use the same approach as only few auditors 
are retired in Egypt. To face this challenge, the AOB depends on employees from the 
Central Auditing Organisation (CAO) to perform the inspection process. CAO’s 
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employees have been offered training programs in the inspection techniques and some of 
these programs have been provided by independent regulators in developed countries. 
The Big 4 audit partners support the establishment of the AOB in Egypt. They believe 
that monitoring the audit market will improve its quality and mitigate the corrupted 
practice in the Egyptian market. Some of the Egyptian partners have concerns about  the 
performance of the CAO’s employees and believe that some of the senior partners would 
agree to retire and lead the inspection teams if they are provided with reasonable 
packages.  
We will conclude that monitoring the audit profession in a developing country cannot be 
conducted with the same approaches and strategies that have been applied in developed 
countries. Although different audit regulators share their best practice in global forums, 
local environment always impose its own challenges. That is what we found in our study 
on the Egyptian capital market which has common features that can be applied in other 
developing countries as well. Our study sheds light on the audit oversight system in a 
country that differs from what we usually know from the literature. Therefore, we can say 
confidently that our findings are also different.                    
Auditors in Egypt and audit regulators in different countries may be interested in the 
study’s outputs. Audit researchers will be interested in understanding a new experience of 
monitoring the audit market in a different audit environment than they have previously 
known. Further research can then be conducted using different methodologies to examine 




Abdul-Rahman A.R. and Goddard A. (2003), ‘Accounting practices in religious 
organizations: a grounded theory’, working paper no.: AF03-10, University of 
Southampton, UK. 
Ackerman, J. (2005) “Social Accountability in the Public Sector: A Conceptual 
Discussion”, Washington, D.C.: World Bank. 
Albahloul M. (2003) ‘The Internationalization of Auditing Practices and Auditing 
Professions: A Study of International Standards and International Accounting 
Firms', PhD thesis, University of Manchester.  
Awadallah E. (2006) ‘Investigating professional auditors' perceptions of factors 
affecting their ability to resist client management pressure in audit disputes’ 
International Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Performance Evaluation, 3 
(2) pp.220-239.   
Bather A. and Burnaby P. (2006) ‘The Public Company Accounting Oversight 
Board: national and international implications’, Managerial Auditing Journal, 
21 (6) pp. 657-699.    
Bengtsson, E. (2011) ‘Repoliticalization of accounting standard setting—The IASB, 
the EU and the global financial crisis’, Critical Perspectives on Accounting, 
22(6), pp. 567–580. 
Capital Market Authority [CMA] (2008: a) ‘The Capital Market Authority’s Board 
of Directors: decision No. 84 of the year 2008, issued at July 16, 2008’ 
available at: www.cma.gov.eg   
--------------------------------- (2008: b) ‘Egyptian Standards of Auditing and Assurance 
Services’ available at: www.cma.gov.eg   
--------------------------------- (2007) ‘Decision no.79\2007 issued at14\5\2007’ 
available at: www.cma.gov.eg   
Clatworthy M., Makepeace G., Peel M. (2009) `Selection bias and the Big Four 
premium: new evidence using Heckman and matching models`, accounting and 
business research, 39 (2), pp.139-166.  
Cuebas, M. (2010), Accounting Since Enron, Texas Woman’s University   
DeFond, M. L. and Francis J. R. (2005) ‘Audit Research after Sarbanes-Oxley?’ 
Auditing: A Journal of Practice and Theory, 24, Supplement, pp. 5-30. 
Duff, A. (2009). “Measuring audit quality in an era of change: An empirical 
investigation of UK audit market stakeholders in 2002 and 2005”, Managerial 
Auditing Journal, 24(5), pp. 400-422. 
Egyptian Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA) (2010) ‘Objectives and Missions’ 
available at: www.efsa.gov.eg  
Elharidy A. M., Nicholson B., Scapens R. W. (2008) ‘Using Grounded Theory in 
Interpretive Management Accounting Research’ Qualitative Research in 
Accounting and Management, 5 (2) pp.139-155. 
European Commission (2013) ‘Decision on the equivalence of certain third countries 
public oversight, quality assurance and investigation and penalty systems for 




Federation of Mediterranean Certified Public Accountants (FCM) (2007) ‘The Public 
Oversight System in Mediterranean Countries: A Comparative Study’ available 
at: www.fcmweb.org.  
Feldmann D. A. and Read W. J. (2010) ‘Auditor Conservatism after Enron’ Auditing: 
A Journal of Practice and Theory, 29 (1) pp.267-278. 
Francis J. R. and Yu M. D. (2009) ‘Big 4 Office Size and Audit Quality’ The Ac-
counting Review, 84 (5) pp. 1521-1552. 
Financial Reporting Council [FRC] (2010) ‘The Audit Firm Governance Code’, 
available at: www.frc.org.uk.   
Frankel, R., Johnson, M., Nelson, K. (2002) ‘The Relation between Auditor’s Fees 
for Non-audit Services and Earnings Management’, The Accounting Review, 
77 (Supplement), pp. 71-105. 
Gates S., Lowe D., Reckers P. (2007) ‘Restoring Public Confidence in Capital 
Markets Through Auditor Rotation’, Managerial Auditing Journal, 22 (1), pp. 
5-17.  
Geiger, M. A. and Raghunandan K. (2005) ‘Recent changes in the association 
between bankruptcies and prior audit opinions’ Auditing: A Journal of Practice 
and Theory, 24 (1) pp. 21-35. 
General Accounting Office (GAO) (2008) `Audits of Public Companies: Continued 
Concentration in Audit Market for Large Public Companies Does Not Call for 
Immediate Action`, USA. 
Goddard, A.R. (2004), ‘Budgetary practices and accountability habitus – a grounded 
theory’, Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 17 (4) pp. 543-77. 
Goddard A. and Assad M. J. (2006) ‘Accounting and Navigating Legitimacy in 
Tanzanian NGOs’ Accounting, Auditing and Accountability Journal, 19 (3) 
pp.377-404. 
Goulding, C. (2002), Grounded Theory: A Practical Guide for Management, Business 
and Market Researchers, Sage, London. 
Gunny K. and Zhang T. (2009) ‘PCAOB Inspection Reports and Audit Quality’, 
available at: http://ssrn.com/abstract=952558.  
Gurd B. (2008) ‘Remaining Consistent with Method? An Analysis of Grounded 
Theory Research in Accounting’ Qualitative Research in Accounting and 
Management, 5 (2) pp.122-138. 
Hazgui, M., Lesage, C. and Pochet, C. (2011). “Independent Audit Oversight 
Authorities: A Comparative Study of The United States, The United Kingdom 
and France”, 34th Annual European Accounting Association Conference, 
Rome, Italy.     
Humphrey, C., Loft, A., Woods, M. (2009). "The global audit profession and the 
international financial architecture: Understanding regulatory relationships at a 
time of financial crisis", Accounting, Organizations and Society, vol. 34, no. 
6–7, pp. 810-825.  
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW) (2010) `The 
Audit Firm Governance Code` a project for the financial reporting council, 
available at: www.icaew.com/auditfirmgovernance.   
25 
 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland (2009). Competition, Choice and 
Governance in the UK Audit Market: Interview Evidence, Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Scotland (ICAS), UK.  
International Forum of Independent Audit Regulators (IFIAR) (2010) ‘Activity report 
for 2009’ available at: www.ifiar.org.   
International Organisation of Securities Commissions (IOSCO) (2010) ‘Objectives 
and Principles of Securities Regulations’ available at: www.iosco.org.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (2009) 
‘Exploration of Non-Professional Ownership Structures for Audit Firms: 
Consultation Paper’ available at: www.iosco.org.   
Janssen B., Vandenbussche H., Crabbe K., (2005) ‘Corporate Tax Savings when 
Hiring a Big 4 Auditor: Empirical Evidence for Belgium’ University of 
Maastricht, The Netherlands.  
Jeppesen K. and Loft A. (2011). “Regulating Audit in Europe: The Case of the 
Implementation of the EU Eighth Directive in Denmark 1984-2006”, 
European Accounting Review, 20 (2), pp. 321-354.  
Joshi, A. (2008). “Producing Social Accountability? The Impact of Service Delivery 
Reforms” IDS Bulletin 38 (6), pp. 10-17. 
Kezar A. (2003) ‘Transformational Elite Interviews: Principles and Problems’, 
Qualitative Inquiry, 9 (3), pp. 395-415. 
Lehman, G. (2009) ‘Globalisation and the internationalisation of accounting: New 
technologies, instrumentalism and harmonisation’, Critical Perspectives on 
Accounting, 20, pp. 445–447. 
LoBiondo-Wood G. and Haber J. (1994) ‘Nursing Research: Methods, Critical 
Appraisal, and Utilization’ Mosby, St Louis, USA.  
London Economics (2006) ‘study on the economic impact of Auditors‟ Liability 
Regimes’ available at: www.frc.org.uk.   
Maijoor, S. and Vanstraelen, A. (2012) “Research Opportunities in Auditing in the 
EU, Revisited”, Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory, 31 (1), pp. 115–
126 
Marchesi M., Emby C., (2005) ‘The Impact of Continuity on Concurring Partner 
Reviews: An Exploratory Study’, Accounting Horizons, 19 (1), pp. 1-10. 
Mayhew B. (2002) `Audit Firm Industry Specialization as a Differentiation Strategy: 
Evidence from Fees` University of Wisconsin. 
Humphrey, C., Moizer, P. and Turley, S. (2006) “Independence and Competence”, 
Advances in Public Interest Accounting, forthcoming. 
Niekerk J. C. and Roode JD. (2009) ‘Glaserian and Straussian Grounded Theory: 
Similar or Completely Different?’ ACM International Conference Proceeding 
Series, Proceedings of the 2009 Annual Research Conference of the South 
African Institute of Computer Scientists and Information Technologists, pp. 
96-103.    
Ojo, M. (2007) ‘Avoiding Another Enron: The Role of the External Auditor in 
Financial Regulation and Supervision’, Global Auditing: Concepts and 




Osma, B.G., Gisbert, A., Cristobal, E. (2014) ‘Public oversight systems for 
statutory auditors in the European Union’, Eur J Law Econ, Springer 
Science+Business.  
Oxera (2006) ‘Competition and Choice in the UK Audit Market’, Oxera, London.  
Oxera (2007) ‘Ownership Rules of Audit Firms and their Consequences for Audit 
Market Concentration’ European Commission available at: www.ec.europa.eu.   
Parker, L.D. and Roffey, B. (1997) ‘Back to the drawing board: revisiting grounded 
theory and the everyday accountant’s and manager’s reality’, Accounting, 
Auditing & Accountability Journal, 10 (2), pp. 212-47. 
Patterson E. R. and Smith J. R. (2007) ‘The Effects of Sarbanes-Oxley on Auditing 
and Internal Control Strength’, The Accounting Review, 82 (2) pp. 427-455. 
Professional Oversight Board (POB) (2010) ‘Transparency Reporting by Auditors of 
Public Interests Entities: Review of Mandatory Reports’ available at: 
www.frc.org.uk.   
Rainsbury E., Bradbury M., Cahn S. (2008) ‘Firm characteristics and audit 
committees complying with ‘best practice’ membership guidelines’, 
accounting and business research, 38 (5), 393-408.  
Samaha K., Staplenton P., Dahawy K., Conover T. (2008) ‘Strengthen Co-Operation 
Strategies Needed to Enhance Compliance with International Accounting 
Standards in a National Context: A Review of Attitudes of Egyptian Experts’ 
available at: SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1107705.   
Samsonova, A. (2009). “Local Sites of Globalisation: A Look at the Development of 
a Legislative Framework for Auditing in Russia”, Critical Perspective on 
Accounting, 20, pp. 528-552.  
Samsonova, A., Siddiqui, J. (2015) ‘Regulation and the Promotion of Audit Ethics: 
Analysis of the Content of the EU’s Policy’, Journal of Business Ethics. 
March 2015, pp. 1-13. 
Schneider A., Church B., Ely K. (2006) ‘Non-Audit Services and Auditor 
Independence: A Review of the Literature’, Journal of Accounting Literature, 
25, pp. 169-211. 
Scott W. (1995) ‘Institutions and Organizations’ Sage, London. 
Simons, D. and Zein, N. (2008). Audit market segmentation - The impact of mid-tier 
audit firms on competition, University of Mannheim, Mannheim.  
Smith, G.M. (2003) ‘Research Methods in Accounting’, Sage, London. 
Strauss A., Corbin J. (1998) ‘Basics of Qualitative Research: Techniques and 
Procedures for Developing Grounded Theory’, Second Edition, London, 
SAGE. 
Tanko, M. (2011) “An Empirical Analysis of Audit Expectation Gap in Nigeria”, 
MPRA. Available at: https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/49661/   
Tillmann K. Goddard A. (2008) ‘Strategic Management Accounting and Sense-
making in a Multinational Company’ Management Accounting Research, 19, 
pp.80-102.    
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (2008) ‘Review of Practical 
Implementations Issues Relating to International Financial Reporting 




U. S. The Department of The Treasury (2008) ‘Final Report of the Advisory 
Committee on the Auditing Profession’, available at: www.ustreas.gov.  
U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Financial Services, (2002) ‘Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002. Public Law No. 107–204’, Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office, available at: www.house.gov.  
Wahdan M. A.,Ikat P. S., Ali H. F., Ikat H. (2005:a) ‘Auditing in Egypt: A Study of 
the Legal Framework and Professional Standards’ the proceeding of the 
MsM’s Partners Conference 2005, Maastricht School of Management, The 
Netherlands, pp. 63-74. 
-------------------------------------------------------- (2005:b) ‘Auditing in Egypt: A Study 
of Challenges, Problems, and Possibility of an Automatic Formulation of the 
Auditors’ Report’ the proceeding of the congress 14th IMDA, 2005, Granada, 




Table 1: Summary of conducted interviews 
Interview 
number 
Interviewees’  positions  Interviews’ duration 
1 Senior audit regulator (A) at AOB 1.5 hours  
2 Audit partner, Firm A  2 hours  
3 Audit partner and Head of technical 
committee, Firm C  
3 hours 
4 Audit leader partner, Firm B 2 hours 
5 Risk management partner, Firm A 2 hours  
6 Senior audit regulator (B) at AOB 2.5 hours  
7 Audit partner and Head of Audit, Firm 
A 
2.5 hours 
8 Audit partner, Firm A 2.5 hours 
9 Audit partner, Firm D 3 hours 
10 Audit partner, Firm C 2 hours  
11 Audit partner, Firm B 2 hours 
12 Audit partner, Firm D  2 hours 






Table 2: The developed open categories and examples of their identified codes 
Quotations  Open codes/Categories 
“We are committed to the IOSCO principles and the main requirements of IFIAR” 
“We are following the new global trend of governmental oversight of the audit profession in the developed 
countries, especially the United States.” 
Attracting foreign 
investments  
Being members in 
international forums of 
capital markets and 
audit regulators 
“We have to assure the quality of the audit reports to improve the quality of the financial reports of listed 
companies” 
“We aim to ensure that Egyptian Auditors have a minimum level of quality and fulfil their auditing and 
ethical standards’ obligations” 
Improve the quality of 
registered auditors  
“We need a “Dad” to control the performance of the Egyptian auditors.” 
“I am not happy with the current information that is provided in the financial statements of listed 
companies, we need someone to control our behavior.” 
“We need the government to limit the numbers of unskilled auditors.” 
Auditors’ perceptions 
toward the AOB’s 
establishment  
“We would like to protect investors in the Egyptian Market from any potential risks through reviewing the 
audit reports and the auditors’ works of the listed companies.” 
Inspect the performance 
of listed auditors  
“We would like to encourage the Continuous Professional Development (CPD), we have signed memos of 
understanding to prepare training courses for all the listed auditors to improve the quality of the audit 
profession.” 
Encourage the CPD 
system  
“One of our objectives is to encourage the midsize offices to become one of the big offices; actually we 
have about 10 big audit offices in the Egyptian capital market.” 
Encourage Mid-size 
auditors  
“We also aim to eliminate non-skilled auditors who have a license to audit listed companies according to 
the Egyptian regulation, but without having any quality system. 
Eliminate unskilled 
auditors to audit listed 
companies  
“Recently, the QA review for the audit files has been increased and covered most of our clients and all our 
high risk clients.” 
Auditors’ perceptions 




“There is no professional retirement in Egypt, the Egyptian professionals prefer to practice their work and 
sign their financial statements till the last time of their life.” 
“We depend on governmental experts coming from the Central Auditing Organization to carry out our 
review process.” (Regulator A, AOB)  
“The experts of the CAO are not participants as they do not do their work individually but they do it as 
representatives of the CAO, therefore there is no conflict of interests in their work.” 
“The governmental experts get international training courses in the process of the regulators’ 
inspections.” 
Independent teams of 
inspection   
“We start our work by collecting data from all the listed auditors about their offices, staff volume and 
qualifications, how many financial statements they audit every year and the core business for each client.” 
“This data is helpful for us to have database for each listed auditor then we can do a lot of analysis such as 
the market share for the big four and the professional capacity for each auditor according to the number of 
his staff.”   
Databases of registered 
auditors   
“We classify the auditors into two categories…” 
“The check list consists of two parts…” 
“We send an individual report to each auditor which consists of our specific and detailed notes on his 
performance and if there any mandatory modifications he has to fulfil.” 
Inspection methodology  
The Egyptian law no. 133/1951prohibits practicing the audit profession through audit firms or any other 
type of organization. The auditor has to sign the financial statements on an individual basis.” 
“According to the Egyptian regulations, we deal with individual auditors not with audit firms as it is 
prohibited in the Egyptian law no. 133/1951 to practice audit through audit firms.” 
“According to the current law, the unit monitors and inspects the performance of an auditor on an 
individual basis, which sometimes is not logical because we know that actually they are firms but we are a 
governmental organization and have to be committed to the current laws.” 
“Sometimes it is difficult to change current laws and any proposed laws require a long time to be 
authorized. Moreover, you have to be conservative when issuing any rules; they must be compatible with 
current law.” 
Legal challenges  
“We have already called for feedback from the professional bodies and public on our projects and we 
receive their responses” 





be a member of ESAA as its membership requires passing two exams through three years” 
“We discus technical issues with the professional bodies such as ESAA and they can send us their feedback 
on our rules, we can depend on them to make training courses for the current participants (CPD) or they 
can prepare studies on the audit profession in Egypt.” 
“The CAO’s members are not professionals; they are employees in a governmental authority. How can 
they evaluate our opinions?” 
“The best inspectors are the retired partners, as they are independent and expertise at the same time.” 
“If the expert partners get reasonable package, they will be happy to play as inspectors.” 
“The best inspector is the one who knows the nature of the business being audited, as he can effectively 
evaluate my opinion” 
“They have to give high attention to the security of information; our files include very confidential data for 
our clients.” 
“If the AOB would like to encourage us to cooperate with them, they have to not surprise us” 
“The EFSA have to cooperate with the Big 4 firms to know the actual problems of the audit profession and 
provide effective solutions.” 
Auditors’ perceptions of 







Table 3: The developed categories of the analysis process   
Open codes/Categories Axial codes/Sub-categories  The core category 
Attracting foreign investments by being a member in international forums 
of capital markets and audit regulators 








Main elements of 
the AOB’s 
framework  
Improve the quality of registered auditors  
Auditors’ perceptions toward the AOB’s establishment  
Inspect the performance of listed auditors   
AOB’s Objectives & 
Strategies 
Encourage the CPD system  
Encourage Mid-size auditors  
Eliminate unskilled auditors to audit listed companies  
Auditors’ perceptions toward the AOB’s strategies  
Independent teams of inspection    
 
AOB’s Working approach 
Databases of registered auditors   
Inspection methodology  
Legal challenges  
Cooperation with professional bodies 
Auditors’ perceptions of the AOB’s working approach  
 
